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near future.

When talking about Artificial Intelligence (Al), there is no better definition than that of his father Alan Turing:
“Al is the science and engineering of making intelligent machines, especially intelligent computer programs”
[1]. Now there is no turning back from the rise of Al in all aspect of our lives; just let see inside of our pockets
where there are dozens of Al algorithms running in our smartphone’s apps. As a consequence of this trend,
the Al market in U.S is expected to grow 6.6 $ billion by 2021 [2].

Al systems have evolved from robust decision rules to machine learning methods able to process complex
algorithms to identify patterns in the patients’ data. This stage has been achieved due to large data sets
availability and improvements in computer hardware as well as the combination with other emerging
technologies features (loT, Big Data, Robotics, 5G). The wide spectrum of Al technologies impacts on many
different fields, to our interest healthcare, with outstanding results.

The input information is cornerstone to ensure the reliability of Al algorithms in novelty healthcare
applications. Such information should cover from personal historical data based on diagnosis, screening,
treatments medication, doctor’s notes (stored mainly in Electronic Health Record — EHR), up to patients’
demographics. Diagnostic imaging as well as genetic are most prominent data types used in Al. In addition,
sensors (wearables, 10T) or smartphones are becoming in another essential source in healthcare data
allowing doctors to have a real-time remote monitoring of patients’ vital signs and behavioral changes.
Sensors are particularly contributing to enlarge the amount of data of an individual, allowing to provide a more
tailored and accurate assessment. Regarding all these data sources, there are works trying to link multiple
data sources to contribute a feature enrichment and achieve a holistic patient profile for predictive and
discovery tasks as well as defining a higher-level semantic structure, an ontology, to harmonize all these
medical concepts and understand their correlations. On the other hand, the quality of the output extracted by
Al algorithms is highly dependent on the accuracy of the data provided as input; and that is crucial when
handling biomedical data due to its inherent characteristics like high-dimensionality, domain complexity,

heterogeneity, temporal dependency, sparsity, bias, noise, redundancy and irregularity (missing values) .

By training Al algorithms over these data and guided by relevant clinical questions, association between
patient’s attributes and other hidden features can be unlocked. The underlying features discovery serve
healthcare professionals for predicting different health outcomes indicating the existence of rich but yet
underutilized information; assisting the professional in a timely clinical decision-making enabling the precision
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medicine that “ensures the delivery of the right treatment to the right patient at the right time”. Some Al
algorithms are even able to develop self-correcting abilities to improve its results accuracy allowing an
interactive research loop that could engage the clinician in supervising the outcomes generated. Current Al
technologies, like products DeepCare [3] or Doctor Al [4], can perform a wide array of functions, such as
aiding in diagnosis generation and therapy selection, making patient risk predictions and stratifying disease
through patient monitoring, interpretation of patient genomes, or learning embedded medical concepts from
EHRs. Moreover, Al systems can reduce medical errors in diagnostic and therapeutic practices that are
unavoidable in human practice. For instance, the Al-based triaging would in theory decrease the burden in the
system by redirecting resources to those patients who have real medical need [2]. Focusing on diseases, Al
has many applications in the healthcare like: autonomous robotic surgery and suturing; early detection and
diagnosis of stroke, lung cancer, esophageal cancer, diabetic retinopathy; or even psychiatric disorders like
suicide episodes prediction [5]. In a short term period, medical fields that will have an earliest translation of Al-
based technology will be those with a strong image-based or visual component (radiology, pathology,
dermatology, etc.) because of the Al's capability to deliver automated medical-image diagnosis being
accessible even from mobile devices (in case of dermatology). Nevertheless, not only models’ performance
and accuracy are important in Al applied to healthcare problems, but also the interpretability of their results

since clinicians will be reluctant to adopt a system and its outcomes that they cannot understand.

The potential application of Al in healthcare is enormous, sometimes outperforming the human doctors’
capabilities. However, the line of action should flow instead of replacing clinicians, in promoting the
collaboration between healthcare professionals and Al technologies, for instance, incorporating human expert
knowledge in order to enhance the Al algorithms outcomes improving its accuracy. Al can and will play a
revolutionary role in assisting doctors to make clinical decisions as well as diagnosis and prognosis of
different medical conditions. This complementary interaction would bring benefits to both, and hence to the
rest of us.
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